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Caterer  
Bride, Chef Taylor 

Stankavich & a few 

trusted friends, plus 

Oyster Roast by 

Kinnakeet Oyster Co.

Bar/Spirits  
Traveling Tonics 

& Tinktures 

Ceremony  
Backyard, Avon 

Reception  
The Mad Crabber 

Restaurant & 
Shellfish Bar 

Florals  
Outer Banks Florist 

& Formals, plus 

an array of houseplants 

including tropical palms 

and palmettos

Dress  
Flora & Lane

Tux Rental  
Outer Banks 

Florist & Formals 

Photographer 
Daniel Pullen 
Photography 

Music 
DJ Rory Kelleher 

Submitted by PULLEN PHOTOGRAPHY  | Interviewed by JULIE SHORT

REAL WEDDING
of the Outer Banks

TAYLOR + MATT STANKAVICH

March 31, 2023

Matt and Taylor’s relaxed March wedding was the 

by-product of ONE PART “go with the flow” 

planning, TWO PARTS imagination and THREE 

PARTS creative flair! No speeches. Buffet service. No seating 

order. Open Bar. No dance announcements. “I think people 

rely too much on structure at events,” observed Taylor, “while 

we feel it’s nice to just let people do what they want.” 

The result was an intimate, “short and sweet,” vow exchange in 

front of 40 close family members and friends and a food and drink 

reception at The Mad Crabber restaurant (Avon, NC) that grew into 

a word-of-mouth invitation dance party of nearly 100 attendees. 

Their backyard ceremony space was accessorized with tropical 

palms, palmetto plants and eye-catching fresh and dried tropical 

flowers. The bride borrowed and thrifted décor that was in harmony 

with their theme. A Moroccan carpet runner was brought outside to 

serve as an aisle for the bride and groom, and newly reupholstered 

furniture pieces were borrowed from a dear friend. 

Formerly head chef at The Mad Crabber for 6 years, Taylor 

was able to host her reception at the venue which was closed 

for the season. Guests enjoyed local oysters from Kinnakeet 

Oyster Company, cocktails and music. In step with their 

tropical theme, Taylor (and a few friends) prepared menu 

items, including Polynesian shredded beef sliders with Asian 

slaw, yellow curry shrimp over coconut jasmine rice, grilled 

chicken satays, truffle crabby macaroni and cheese and a lemon 

berry sheet cake. If this menu sounds divine, Taylor caters 

events and can be reached by emailing taylorrawl@yahoo.com. 

In addition to more traditional wedding shots, their photographer, Daniel Pullen, 

captured photos of a roller skating session, the couple with their dogs and chickens as 

well as an intimate hand-in-hand stroll from the water to the ceremony space. 

Taylor recalls, “It felt like 

a community event! It was 

great preparing and setting 

everything up with the help of 

our talented friends. Dancing 

and being surrounded by all 

of these wonderful people in 

our lives. You could feel the 

support and love!” 
Words of wedding wisdom 

to other couples: “(1) Don’t 

get consumed with trying to make everything perfect. (2) Make sure you have 

plenty of food! (3) Polaroid cameras are perfect to capture candid photos as 

keepsakes. (4) Consider having a ‘Stock the Bar’ party instead of a bridal shower. 

We still have leftover vodka from our bar stocking bounty!”    

I think people rely too much on 

structure at events,” observed 

Taylor, “while we feel it’s nice to 

just let people do what they want.”
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Submitted by SARAH D'AMBRA PHOTOGRAPHY  | Interviewed by JULIE SHORT

REAL WEDDING
of the Outer Banks

CHRISTINE + COREY TESCH

November 3, 2023

THE CHALLENGE: Create an unforgettable November 
wedding event for 65 close friends and family members from 
nearly 1,000 miles away! Christine and her husband, Corey, 
are full-fledged city folks who reside in Chicago’s historic Gold 
Coast district.  Having vacationed here for nearly 25 years, 
Corey’s family has developed a deep connection to our area, 
so it made logical sense to add this special occasion to their 
existing kaleidoscope of memories. 

CHALLENGE ACCEPTED: Their objective was to transform 
the casual coastal vibe of a typical OBX venue into a personal-
ized event space that reflected their personal styles. While 
researching venues, they toured The Black Stallion, a luxurious 
24-bedroom Corolla estate located in the gated Currituck Club 
golf course community. Christine recalls, “The moment I saw 
the ground level event space, I immediately envisioned turning 
this area into a sexy, modern and romantic Italian steakhouse 
complete with lit ceilings, greenery, sleek velvet linens and an 
insane amount of candles.” This original vision served as inspira-
tion for the rest of their wedding theme, as moody fall colors 
were added to accent their elegant black and white attire. 

Reception/ 
Accommodations 
The Black Stallion/ 

KEES Vacations

Event Rentals  
Rent-E-Quip Rentals, VA 

Caterer/Bar & Spirits 
Black Pelican Catering

Wedding Coordinator 
Southern Hospitality 
Weddings & Events

Officiant  
Rev. Jay Bowman

Florals & Decor 
Renee Landry Events

Hair & Makeup  
Southern Blush Beauty

Photographer 
Sarah D’Ambra 
Photography

Videographer 
Swell Weddings

Music 
Jeremy Russell Music/ 

Jeremy & the Generations 

To see more of Sarah's images: SarahDambra.com

Ceremony soon gave way to full scale celebration and as antic-
ipated the party lasted the entire week! Having rented a home of 
this magnitude, the couple was finally able to unite their families 
under one roof for the first time. With one family residing in Chi-
cago and the second in Connecticut, this was the perfect time to 
form close relationships. To encourage unity and heartwarming 
connections, the couple planned daytime golf excursions and 
evening Scrabble game tournaments and Karaoke nights. 

A peak wedding day highlight for Christine and Corey was 
sneaking away to take sunset Golden Hour couples’ photos at 
the end of cocktail hour. Their photographer, Sarah D’Ambra, 
perfectly captured their unity and the resulting images have 
become cherished pieces of art. 

The event culminated with Jeremy Russell and his band 
rocking so hard that they briefly lost power. As fate would have 
it, that “insane” amount of candles kept the party going as the 
band sang a never to be forgotten acapella version of “Take Me 
Home Country Roads.” 

With prior wedding experience, Christine recommends those 
planning an Outer Banks wedding hire local vendors under 
the direction and guidance of a wedding planner. “Having a 
knowledgeable professional to lean on keeps you on track and is 
imperative to creating a stress-free experience!”    

 “Having a knowledgeable 
professional to lean on keeps you on 
track and is imperative to creating 

a stress-free experience!” 

First in OBX Weddings, Since 2001

All Rates Include: 
Bridal Leads, Complimentary 
Ad Design, Listings on 
OuterBanks.com plus 
OuterBanksWeddingGuide.com

THE PERFECT MATCH FOR WEDDING PHOTOGRAPHERS

Reach That Matters Most!
• �Magazine mailed directly to bridal inquiries coming from OuterBanksWeddingGuide.com 

PLUS OuterBanks.com which has over 985 thousand unique visitors per year.
• �Free rack circulation throughout the Outer Banks, in over 50 locations!
• �Promoted and handed out at bridal shows in Central, Northern and Coastal Virginia 

markets throughout 2026, including: 

Sarah D'Ambra Photography
Lori Douglas Photography
Light Shifter Studios
Katiedid Photography
Outer Banks Productions

Daniel Pullen Photography
Sarah Keenan Creative
Julie Dreelin’s Beach Productions
Ginger Snaps Photography
Neil GT Photography

Matt Lusk Photography
Genevieve-Stewart Photography
Carrie Roen Photography
Keri Pampuch Photography

We're In Good Company! 
    Just a few photographers that have appeared in the publication:

Ad Size Annual Rate Ad Size Annual Rate
Full Page $3,290 Back Cover $4,030
1/2 Page $2,620 Double Page $5,920
1/4 Page $1,930 Inside Front or + PG 3 $3,920

We accept all major credit cards (3% surcharge fee applies); ACH payments accepted with no service fees.

TRIPLE-EDGED DIGITAL COVERAGE
Expanded Reach via Two Powerful Websites

OuterBanksWeddingGuide.com
The area’s original bridal industry dedicated website, 
serving as the digital go-to for couples preparing to 
marry on the Outer Banks.

Website Advertising Options
OuterBanksWeddingGuide.com 

Leading the area in web traffic, photographers can expect 
hundreds of clicks/referrals from this multi-purposed 
website. Subcategories include Wedding 
Videographers and Beach Portraits.

FEATURED LISTING
(Included w/Magazine Ad Buy – $1200 w/out Print Ad)
• �Placement within “Professionals” tab on one 

vendor category
• �Profile page including 2-8 photos and 

35-300-word business description 
(levels depend on print ad size)

• �Links to website, email, social media and map locator

FOOTER LEADERBOARD 
Throughout Site in Rotation on All Pages (4 available) 
($3,600 w/out Print Ad)

TOP LEADERBOARD BANNER 
In Rotation Within Your Professional Category 
($1,680 w/out Print Ad)

IN-ARTICLE BANNER AD 
In Rotation Within Your Professional Category 
($1,200 w/out Print Ad)
• �Banner ad in rotation within online articles

Leaderboard and In-Article Banner Ad 
= 800w x 200h

Website Advertising 
Packages OuterBanks.com 

ADVERTISING UPGRADED LISTING
$550 Value (Included w/Magazine Ad Buy 
– $1500 w/out Print Ad)
  • �Profile page including photo, unlimited/ 

updatable text, web link + map locator feature

SILVER PACKAGE
$1,930 ($2900 w/out Print Ad Buy)
  • �2nd highest tier ad, above Upgraded Listing 

with click-thru ability from category page.
  • �Profile page includes 4 photos. 50,000 

guaranteed Run-of-Site Impressions annually.

Coastal Virginia Wedding Showcase 
Virginia Beach, January

Uniquely Yours Showcase 
Norfolk, January

Show Bride Winter Engagement Expo 
Hampton, January

Central Virginia Wedding Showcase 
Lynchburg, April

Show Bride Spring Engagement Expo 
Virginia Beach, March

Additional Events Include:
Stockley Gardens 
Norfolk

Coastal Virginia WineFest 
Virginia Beach

Photographer Benefits Included:
• �Showcased within Real Wedding spreads.
• �Featured & Credited throughout the publication.
• �Potential Cover image selection.

Submit your REAL WEDDING via the forms at OuterBanksWeddingGuide.com/forms 
where you will also find detailed instructions on how to submit your files.

Additional Photographer Promotions on Social Media in the Coastal 
Virginia and Lychburg, VA markets as an added value for participants!✱ ALL NEW! ✱

GOLD PACKAGE
$2,820 ($3850 w/out Print Ad Buy)
  • �Highest tier ad, featuring click-thru 

ability from category page and 
video placement.

  • �Profile page includes 6 photos. 100,000 
guaranteed Run-of-Site Impressions annually.

Content Page Sponsorships & Events Packages 
Are Also Available. 
*Above pricing applies to all segments except Vacation 
Rentals, Real Estate & Hotels.


